The Donation of Constantine
translated by Ernest F. Henderson

[...] In the name of the holy and indivisible Trinity, the Father, namely, and the Son
and the Holy Spirit. The emperor Caesar Flavius Constantine in Christ Jesus, the Lord I God
our Saviour,[...]: to the most holy and blessed father of fathers Sylvester, bishop of the city of
and to all his successors the pontiffs , who are about to sit upon Rome and pope, the chair of
St. Peter until the end of time - also to all the most reverend and of God beloved catholic
bishops, subjected by this our imperial decree throughout the whole world to this same holy,
Roman church, who have been established now and in all previous times-grace, peace,
charity, rejoicing, long-suffering, mercy, be with you all from God the Father almighty and
from Jesus Christ his Son and from the Holy Ghost. [...]

I together with all our satraps and the whole senate and the nobles and all the Roman
people, who are subject to the glory of our rule -considered it advisable that, as on earth he
(Peter) is seen to have been constituted vicar of the Son of God, so the pontiffs, who are the
representatives of that same chief of the apostles, should obtain from us and our empire the
power of a supremacy greater than the earthly clemency of our imperial serenity is seen to
have had conceded to it,-we choosing that same prince of the apostles, or his vicars, to be our
constant intercessors with God. And, to the extent of our earthly imperial power, we decree
that his holy Roman church shall be honoured with veneration; and that, more than our empire
and earthly throne, the most sacred seat of St. Peter shall be gloriously exalted; we giving to it
the imperial power, and dignity of glory, and vigour and honour.

And we ordain and decree that he shall have the supremacy as well over the four chief
seats Antioch, Alexandria, Constantinople and Jerusalem, as also over all the churches of God
in the -whole world. And he who for the time being shall be pontiff of that holy Roman
church shall be more exalted than, and chief over, all the priests of the whole world; and,
according to his judgment, everything which is to be provided for the service of God or the
stability of the faith of the Christians is to be administered. It is indeed just, that there the holy
law should have the seat of its rule where the founder of holy laws, our Saviour, told St. Peter
to take the chair of the apostleship;|...]

Meanwhile we wish all the people, of all the races and nations throughout the whole
world, to know: that we have constructed within our Lateran palace, to the same Saviour our
Lord God Jesus Christ, a church with a baptistry from the foundations. And know that we
have carried on our own shoulders from its foundations, twelve baskets weighted with earth,
according to the number of the holy apostles. Which holy church we command to be spoken
of, cherished, venerated and preached of, as the head and summit of all the churches in the
whole world-as we have commanded through our other imperial decrees. We have also
constructed the churches of St. Peter and St. Paul, chiefs of the apostles, [...] and on these
churches for the endowing of divine services we have conferred estates, and have enriched
them with different objects; and, through our sacred imperial decrees, we have granted them
our gift of land in the East as well as in the West; and even on the northern and southern
coast;-namely in Judea, Greece, Asia, Thrace, Africa and Italy and the various islands: under
this condition indeed, that all shall be administered by the hand of our most blessed father the
pontiff Sylvester and his successors.

For let all the people and the nations of the races in the whole world rejoice with us;
[...] To St. Sylvester, our father,-the chief pontiff and universal pope of the city of Rome,-and
to all the pontiffs his successors, who until the end of the world shall be about to sit in the seat
of St. Peter: we concede and, by this present, do confer, our imperial Lateran palace, which is
preferred to, and ranks above, all the palaces in the whole world; then a diadem, that is, the



crown of our head, and at the same time the tiara; and, also, the shoulder band,-that is, the
collar that usually surrounds our imperial neck; and also the purple mantle, and crimson tunic,
and all the imperial raiment; and the same rank as those presiding over the imperial cavalry;
conferring also the imperial sceptres, and, at the same time, the spears and standards; also the
banners and different imperial ornaments, and all the advantage of our high imperial position,
and the glory of our power.

And we decree, as to those most reverend men, the clergy who serve, in different
orders, that same holy Roman church, that they shall have the same advantage, distinction,
power and excellence by the glory of which our most illustrious senate is adorned; that is, that
they shall be made patricians and consuls,-we commanding that they shall also be decorated
with the other imperial dignities. And even as the imperial soldiery, so, we decree, shall the
clergy of the holy Roman church be adorned. [...]

In imitation of our own power, in order that for that cause the supreme pontificate may
not deteriorate, but may rather be adorned with power and glory even more than is the dignity
of an earthly rule: behold we-giving over to the oft-mentioned most blessed pontiff, our father
Sylvester the universal pope, as well our palace, as has been said, as also the city of Rome and
all the provinces, districts and cities of Italy or of the western regions; and relinquishing them,
by our inviolable gift, to the power and sway of himself or the pontiffs his successors-do
decree, by this our godlike charter and imperial constitution, that it shall be (so) arranged; and
do concede that they (the palaces, provinces etc.) shall lawfully remain with the holy Roman
church.

[...] We decree, moreover, that all these things which, through this our imperial
charter and through other godlike commands, we have established and confirmed, shall
remain uninjured and unshaken until the end of the world. Wherefore, before the living God,
who commanded us to reign, and in the face of his terrible judgment, we conjure, through this
our imperial decree, all the emperors our successors, and all our nobles, the satraps also and
the most glorious senate, and all the people in the ,A-hole world now and in all times
previously subject to our rule: that no one of them, in any way allow himself to oppose or
disregard, or in any way seize, these things which, by our imperial sanction, have been
conceded to the holy Roman church and to all its pontiffs. If anyone, moreover,-which we do
not believe - prove a scorner or despiser in this matter, he shall be subject and bound over to
eternal damnation; and shall feel that the holy chiefs of the apostles of God, Peter and Paul,
will be opposed to him in the present and in the future life. And, being burned in the
nethermost hell, he shall perish with the devil and all the impious.

The page, moreover, of this our imperial decree, we, confirming it with our own
hands, did place above the venerable body of St. Peter chief of the apostles; and there,
promising to that same apostle of God that we would preserve inviolably all its provisions,
and would leave in our commands to all the emperors our successors to preserve them, we did
hand it over, to be enduringly and happily possessed, to our most blessed father Sylvester the
supreme pontiff and universal pope, and, through him, to all the pontiffs his successors -God
our Lord and our Saviour Jesus Christ consenting.

And the imperial subscription: May the Divinity preserve you for many years, oh most
holy and blessed fathers.

Given at Rome on the third day before the Kalends of April, our master the august
Flavius Constantine, for the fourth time, and Galligano, most illustrious men, being consuls.

(This has been edited from the Medieval History Sourcebook at the Fordham University
webpage.)



